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Spartans Summer Newsletter 2020


     The outside temperature is not summery but to preserve a semblance of continuity in these newsletter, I will simply claim that events have delayed preparation. The Spring and Fall 2020 Spartan luncheons were cancelled and the flow of correspondence that these social gatherings produce has largely vanished. This loss of social interaction is only one of many that the Covid pandemic has produced that affect our age group strongly. For younger people still in the workforce or school, the disruption to normal routine is profound and may never return to prior norms. The reliance on electronic media for work and study at home puts great demands on even the most capable of Internet users and leaves others struggling. Social media facilities, although impressive, are not a substitute for face to face meetings. I still rely on e-mail and desktop computers for most correspondence but I eventually adopted a smart phone and severed the wire lines that have served me all my life. It takes some getting used to, realizing that the smart phone is really a portable computer. Correspondence from pre-Covid days that is not time sensitive, is the core of this letter but for timely material, visit our web site, https://clubspartans.weebly.com

 HYPERLINK "https://clubspartans.weebly.com/"
  



       Our web master Ed Sorochan continues site construction and timely postings. In the coming year you can read the final chapter in Mike Morris’s survey of microwave radio relay development at RCA Montreal including solid state equipment, and the shift in business emphasis to aerospace products and services. In a following article I have added my recollection of an early microwave installation for Quebec Hydro mentioned by Mike that does not seem to be recorded anywhere. Secretary Susan Sztyk, keeps the membership informed, including dues reminders as we sense that interest in the club persists and normal activities will resume as soon as possible. 
New Membership Recap Fall 2019: Andre Brand, Chris Hearne, Geoff Moss, Georges Topalian, Xilin Zhang, Peter Hartigan, John Sourias and Ed Ahad
New Member Jul 2020: Keith Ruthman. We have provided some background on Keith see: https://clubspartans.weebly.com/newsblogobituaries/archives/09-2020
Please note that under this reference page selecting a given Month-Year may contain more than one entry.
Prospective Members: The committee members had recent contact with the following past employees and have made them aware of the Spartan Club: Jack Griffin, Linda McCrady, Mostafa Shukry, Roger Belanger and Neil Whittaker. We are aware of recent MDA Radarsat engineering retirees Peter Allan and Ivor Barnard. At the end of this letter, see recent correspondence with former member Dave Whitton.
Remembering Colleagues
The extensive recollections of George Kadar in the previous letter apparently missed Dave Barnby’s contribution: 






        “I liked Mike Morris’ poignant vignette of George Kadar: 
‘ …. was no match for the irresistible force, the Kadar Tsunami that had been unleashed upon him. …. ‘ triggered a flashback to this memorable volatile character. In my time I’ve encountered several Hungarian ‘escapees’ and they were all without exception thrusting types; well they had to be didn’t they? 
I can’t quite remember when I first met George, but I think it must have been when I returned from a long field trip and George had, whilst away, joined Doug Jung’s Systems Engineering group. Anyway, one of my project (cannot recall which) tasks was an FDM multiplex sub-system being supplied by Northern Telecomm (formerly Northern Electric). George for some reason took a keen interest in how it was designed proposing to me that NT’s design was not the way to do it. Then followed sheets and sheets of A2 paper evolving George’s thoughts as to how the system should be, all in the course of a few hours. 
      Needless to say it didn’t go anywhere, but it showed that George was a man who ‘thought outside the box’; we need people who think outside the box, but not too many. NT’s product performed well and was exceedingly reliable though expensive. George, no doubt, perceived it could be simpler and cheaper – it derived all its demodulating frequencies from crystal controlled master oscillator and it’s interesting that years later California based Granger Systems produced a very compact ‘direct to line’ FDM multiplex where each voice channel was stand alone with its own mixing oscillator that could be set to mod/demod any channel over the given baseband. 
    Later when working on North Sea gas gathering system for Shell Expro I was persuaded to buy Granger multiplex which was adequate, but was nothing like as reliable as NT’s and needed more maintenance than any other sub-system. 
But George was great fun and liked to tell a story: 
He related to us his first job at RCA after arriving in Canada. I suppose his English was problematic for him then and he said he was given a design task and told it should take about a fortnight. But George understood it had to be done in four nights. He thought this was bit much but wanting to impress, worked flat out for four days and nights and to the amazement of his supervisor completed it. 
George once worked on the Indian Dehra Dun Earth Station and taking pity on half a dozen street urchins he came across took them all to the restaurant that he regularly ate at. Big mistake George realised because the next day there were 20 young souls waiting for him. 
George is not a person you can forget.
     Funeral home obituaries are family oriented, and we add to these some company heritage in the Spartan posting, the following are postings for Keith Howard and George Skinner.
George: https://clubspartans.weebly.com/newsblogobituaries/archives/09-2020 (Sept)
Keith: https://clubspartans.weebly.com/newsblogobituaries/archives/02-2020 (Feb)”
S Irani/ D Charbonneau: 02/2020 Feb

   A telephone conversation with Joyce Howard, wife of Keith Howard, answered many questions: 
1)   Says she is no computer expert and is just getting used to a new iPad so has an e-mail address  jkhoward@videotron.ca 
2)   Probably can handle routine messages but is not into attaching photos, will send photo of Keith by regular mail to my address. 
3)   He had been suffering from Alzheimers for a decade
4)   Had worked at RCA (?) and Spar(19), retiring in 1993
5)   Responsible for CAD function in drafting, Margaret Gross reported to him
6)   Born in Wales, did his compulsory British military service in Korea
7)   Came to Canada directly after his service going to Toronto and later Montreal
8)   Joyce had little contact with RCA and Spar employees except for Henry and Elsa Hore as Keith like to separate home and work
9)   Will send his employee number, and likely his date of employment at RCA
      Too late for the previous newsletter, we learned of the death of Hans Kroll, after a trip to Germany and was experiencing virus symptoms, but did not get checked. This is the only death due to Covid that I am aware of. He worked at Spar from 1991 -2019 as an assembler for SSRMS. Later he worked in the Incoming Inspection area of the Hi-Bay area Integration, and had retired only recently at the age of 60.
     From Ed Sorochan: “I learned via my daughter that Ex SPAR employees passed away in the UK, Danielle Charbonneau Nov 22, 2019 age 66,  and a month later husband Shahruzi Irani Dec 24 age 64. Many years ago they married while working at SPAR and moved to the UK. Presumably some of you remember them and perhaps when they left SPAR?”
     To which I replied: I cannot call up a visual image of Danielle, but I have a clear recollection of Shah whom I remember as a very personable and competent engineer. I am sure they left well before my retirement in 1996.
     Ed commented, “they are both listed in a 1992 SPAR phone directory”
      Wanda Daniel added:  I remember them both very well.  While I was working in HR, I think but not absolutely sure that either we were negotiating to get Shah back or he was applying for a position.  I worked near Danielle in the Engineering dept when I worked for Bob Cox. I have a picture of her with other admins which I will bring in May. I was very sad to read about their passing
     Nicole: I remember them very well. Cécile Page knows them well too! I sent her the notice
Correspondence with members 
      Another of Adam (Dan) Mercik’s fascinating recollections of microwave system field work.

     “Shortly after I have settled into my job as the Project Manager of the Cairo to Aswan Dam ( 22 stations, frequency diversity message plus one unprotected channel N-S for TV) that I became aware that something was just wrong: the relationship with my contacts in Cairo was not just frosty—it was frigid—and no matter how I tried to break the ice—nothing happened. It did not help that that an Egyptian engineer, sent to get some training, skipped across the southern border to USA after only few days in Montreal. It was my job to notify Cairo and the Egyptian embassy in Ottawa so somehow I was to be blamed. It was well into the second half of the life of the project that Alek Galouchko, our resident Project Engineer, managed to “crack the case”: the Egyptians were deeply offended by RCA selecting a Jew for the position of project manager!                                                                                                                        
     After that was out of the way there was nothing I could do wrong. When during my first visit to Cairo (actually third as I visited  the city twice during the WW II) I stepped out of the plane, two black dressed men asked me for my passport and luggage stubs, I at first tended to resist as the passport is the last thing you are prepared to loose! I was escorted to a waiting limousine and driven right across the tarmac, around the plane and out of the airport without any controls or formalities and when we arrived at the hotel my luggage was already in my room! I was treated royally during my visit and when Alek and I went on an inspection tour of the project, we were accompanied by two engineers whose job was to make sure nothing went wrong and that we had proper accommodations (I remember a breakfast of big beans floating in melted mutton fat!). Upon completion of the project I expected some sort of a small cocktail party as Muslims are not supposed to drink alcohol—instead the Ministry rented a penthouse on top some hotel for a big dinner reception attended by all sort of “big shots”, with speeches etc. And all in my honour!! Very embarrassing to say the least.”
                                                                                                AJM- Feb.21 2020
     For the first time in many years I joined the MDA family picnic with Ed Sorochan and others to meet former colleagues and to spread the Spartans good news. I met George Reis who enthusiastically listened to some of my old tales, and responded by e-mail: 
     “It was great to see you yesterday, after so many years. The wonderful discussion touching so many aspects of Space History was fantastic. The people who have worked in this building have achieved many fantastic things that almost no one knows about now. I look forward to the next opportunity for a get together.”
    And I replied; I too enjoyed our discussion yesterday at the MDA picnic, although I realize I did most of the talking. When you said you had an interest in history, you probably meant the more global topic. It caught my attention however as I always felt that industrial history is badly served as I tried to explain, saying that if an activity does not contribute to productivity it does just not get done. A recent write up by former RCA colleague and active Spartan member Mike Morris, is posted on our web site https://clubspartans.weebly.com/ It shows what can be achieved by retirees with an interest in the topic and the skills and time to do something of value. Looking forward to our next meeting. Consider joining us at our next Spartan’s luncheon planned for Oct 30. Current employees are always welcome.
Regards, Lorne
A little history
     While re-reading Mike Morris’ excellent posting on the development of microwave radio relay at RCA Montreal, I noted a reference to an early system built for Hydro Quebec, for which little or no information exists. I had no role in that project but recall some details and an interesting story about the operation of the system. My recollections follow.

RCA Microwave Radio Relay System for Hydro Quebec
The response to a system wide failure of the electrical grid
     In spite of diligence in reviewing the history of Hydro Quebec found on line, I have found nothing about the microwave system or its operation, and specifically there is no record of a system wide failure before the solar storm induced failure of 1988. My recollection puts the time frame between 1956 and the early 60s at the latest.

     The system almost certainly used the Camden designed CW20 (2 GHz), with the system planning, equipment build, and installation all done by Montreal. Names I associate with the project are Ed Pullan, Jim Leahy, and most likely Greg Baylis. There were 26 stations connecting the Beauharnais generating station west of Montreal, with new hydroelectric installations on the North shore of the St. Lawrence river, probably Des Joachim, Bersimis1 and Bersimis 2, with the second relay station at the Hydro Quebec head office on Dorchester street as Rene Levesque Boulevard was then called. Emergency power at each site was supplied by a single four cylinder gasoline engine of 26 HP driving an AC generator. A loss of local power would start the emergency generator that would then initiate the equipment warm-up cycle, typically a one minute delay. The radio relay equipment was the usual “Cold standby” arrangement referring to the fact that redundant radio equipment was turned off and so “cold”. The usual method of detecting an equipment failure was to note that the power output of the transmitter had dropped and after an interval of several seconds, the standby warm-up and transfer operation was started.

     Shortly after work on an early autumn evening, I was grocery shopping at the Steinberg supermarket near the corner of Victoria and Sherbrooke in Westmount, when the lights suddenly went out, and it took only seconds to realize that the failure was at least district wide. I was fortunate to be near a checkout location and since everyone was using cash, there was only moderate confusion and delay. Even at this time wide area electrical failures were rare, so with due regard to the traffic chaos without street lighting or stop lights, I proceeded to the Westmount lookout to observe a major city during a blackout. It was indeed an unusual sight with the complete darkness punctuated only by small areas of light such as hospitals. One glaring exception was the Victoria Bridge that was brilliantly lit. A second vehicle roadway was being added on the downstream side of this original railway bridge, and the regular power supply had clearly been replaced by an independent supply during the construction period. This fact may help pin down the time frame.

    By the following morning, power had been restored and I anxiously queried Ed Pullan on how the microwave system had responded to this unexpected demand. He replied that all but one station had responded correctly and were back on line within minutes except for the Hydro Quebec office on Dorchester street where the automatic system had been disabled because the site was manned 24/7 as we say now. What a powerful lesson this must have been for Hydro Quebec. At the very moment when communications were so important, the system was not fully available because of a poor human decision to disable an automatic process.

     I now offer the reasonable speculation that this incident triggered a fundamental change at Hydro. Up to this point the microwave system was likely considered an administrative convenience, but not to be trusted with the mission critical task of opening or closing switches or “relaying” as it is called by electrical utilities. Reaction from Hydro was swift, and surely an endorsement for an independent microwave communications system supporting mission critical functions. They ordered “no break” emergency power systems that had a battery on float charge, powering a DC motor connected to an AC generator, as the primary power source for the radio equipment. I have no recollection whether they took the next obvious step of having the redundant radio equipment on “hot standby”, but a most important first step had been taken to assure the reliability of vital communications links supporting critical infrastructure.

     Lorne
The MSAT program 
     Ed Sorochan has championed and organized a review of this major space communications program for posting on our web site, https://clubspartans.weebly.com/memorybank-narratives.html and for a luncheon presentation when things return to normal. At the time it was the largest single program for Spar, accounting for close to 600 employees. I had little to do with the actual implementation but along with many others was involved in the system planning preceding the design and build phase. Much later I was involved in the investigation of an on orbit malfunction that led to a massive lawsuit for damages against Spar that is detailed later in this letter.
     Recent Spartan recruit Chris Morgan was the communications payload manager, and Spartan old-timer George Skinner was not only a colourful figure but an important program contributor as he was responsible for integration and testing at the Canadian Government David Florida lab in Ottawa. On notification of George’s death, Ed Sorochan reached out to George’s partner Rebecca producing the following exchange: 
     “Thanks for reaching out to us about Msat.  George was indeed AI&T Manager on Msat as well as Director of operations at DFL. He had been suffering from dementia in a Kanata retirement home for some time, and was happy to hear from you (Ed S.) and remembers you well.  
     As for the pictures you are looking for re Integration and group pics, M.J. Wilson (George's Girl) is a friend and has 2 bankers boxes of pics she will peruse for your request. Hopefully she will find what you are looking for. Sorry for taking so long to respond to you.  George has some pics I will look for and hopefully help you out.”
Regards     Rebecca Kelly
     Ed replied: “Rebecca it is nice to hear from, thank you for trying to help with some photos, I am just trying to put together the first issue of the Msat presentation for the Spartan May 7 Luncheon. It would be nice to ultimately get pictures of George and his integration team at DFL and post them as part of the Memory Bank narrative on the Spartan Web site for all members to see.
     Sorry to hear about George’s health, he was such a colourful, strong spoken, straight shooter, humorous personally on the job and it would be nice to pay tribute to him via the Msat write up. It is good that he still enjoys hearing from us.
      My retirement idle time has also inspired me to ultimately put something together on the MDA Russian Satellite pursuit of business. I did travel to Krasnoyarsk #26, city in Siberia with George, Lorne Keyes, Andrei Ivanov and others, some times in the 90s I believe. The venture was memorable, very interesting and remains captured for Spartan Club Memory Bank narratives. During our stay in numbered city known for nuclear development, George and myself took a walk up one evening some winding road up a hill near the Government residence we were staying, to wear off continuous vodka salutes at supper. On our return a Russian person confronted us and asked us where we went, he turned pale and said we could have been shot, we ventured near a nuclear faculty!”
Best regards
     Ed 
  Since I was involved with the early attempts to generate business with the USSR I commented to Ed as follows:    
    Great exchange with Rebecca and no doubt George’s photographic material will be helpful. We owe it to our colleagues to record our collective history and the timing should not be critical, but as you know from fifty years of industrial experience, we often react like fire horses of old and respond best when we have a deadline or an emergency. My recollection of early USSR contacts is somewhat different from yours, but let us leave that for a future reminiscence, and a review of my own photographic record.
      Lorne
From SPACE NEWS
SPAR'S LEGAL BATTLE WITH INSURERS ENDS IN $25 MILLION SETTLEMENT
      The final out of court settlement of the MSAT law suit against Spar generated a great buzz in the space business press that I will summarize only briefly and leave it to the reader to pursue details through website postings. Strategically, it left Spar in a vulnerable position, as potential customers would have legitimate concern about Spar’s competence to design and deliver reliable systems. Such uncertainty also drove down the share value, bad news for the public shareholders and particularly the chairman of the board and his silent partners who had complete voting control of the company through their ten to one voting preference shares. Having built the company into a successful business venture, it was nearly impossible to sell their equity interests at better than fire sale value while a crippling $135 million lawsuit hung over their head.
      The settlement was interpreted by the business community as a likely admission of fault on both the supplier and customer sides of the program, but the damage was done, particularly the bond of trust between Spar and their insurers. 
PARIS -- Spar Aerospace Ltd. and a group of the world's largest space-insurance underwriters ended a two-year legal battle over alleged misrepresentation of satellite test results with a mediated settlement.
     Under the settlement, which the underwriters have indicated they will accept, Toronto-based Spar will pay $25 million in return for underwriters dropping all claims against Spar. The underwriters originally had demanded $135 million from Spar. Spar said it would have to pay $15 million of the settlement out of its own pocket because its corporate insurance policy would not cover it. Spar spokesman Stephen McPherson said the settlement includes confidentiality clauses prohibiting Spar from disclosing the full amount, but three officials involved in the agreement confirmed the $25 million figure.
     Under the terms of the settlement, Spar admitted no wrongdoing. "We stand by our earlier statements that the allegations were untrue," McPherson said. But one insurance official familiar with the case said the fact that Spar agreed to pay and that its corporate insurance policy did not cover the entire amount "tells you a lot about what went on here, and who admitted what."
     The settlement was mediated by John E. Nolan, a partner in the Washington law firm Steptoe & Johnson. Nolan said that in the course of the mediation he came to a clear conclusion about the facts of the case. "It would be inappropriate for me to state my opinion," Nolan said in an interview. "But I am very happy with the result. My understanding is that there has never been a case like this brought by space underwriters."
     Insurers agreed the lawsuit, filed in July 1997 in Los Angeles District Court, was without precedent in the history of the space industry. They said they were forced to file suit because Spar engineers had covered up satellite test results showing defects in the AMSC-1 satellite owned by American Mobile Satellite Corp. (AMSC) of Reston, Va. The satellite suffered a partial in-orbit failure a month after its April 1995 launch. Insurers paid AMSC a $66 million claim to cover the damages.
     The insurers accepted the settlement because a long court case "posed risks for everyone involved and could have taken years," said Rudolph V. Pino Jr. of Pino & Associates, White Plains, N.Y., the underwriters' lead attorney. Pino said the underwriters settled for a lesser amount in part because AMSC has never used all the capacity of the AMSC-1 satellite, as its business never developed as expected. Pino said that made it difficult for insurers to prove AMSC had suffered a loss because of the damaged satellite.
Pierre Eric Lys, space department manager for AGF Reassurances of Paris, one of the underwriters that sued Spar, said insurers had to take Spar to court to maintain the standards of the space industry. Pino said 34 insurance syndicates were party to the suit. "The final payment is not what we wanted, but it is still a sizable amount and anyone seeing Spar pay this will be able to draw the appropriate conclusions about the result," Lys told Space News. "What was remarkable here is that a broad group of insurers formed a united front and did not abandon the fight. We proved that there are limits in commercial behavior, and if you go beyond them there are consequences."
Spar Chief Executive Officer Colin D. Watson said in a July 6 statement that the company was "delighted to put the issue to rest. We are confident that this resolution will assist us in maximizing shareholder value by facilitating the sale of Spar as a going concern."
Spar has already sold off all its space divisions and now only is in the aircraft-service business. The threat of the lawsuit had hindered Spar's attempts at readying itself for a sale of its remaining assets. "This lawsuit was for $135 million and our company's entire market capitalization is around 130 million Canadian dollars [$92 million]," McPherson said. "So the threat of the lawsuit had stalled our stock. It's better for us to spend $15 million today than to spend years in court and ultimately pay zero."
Pino said the case should help the space industry maintain its financial and technical credibility.
"Space underwriters are surely the least litigious of any business group you could imagine," Pino said. "But the basis of this industry is good faith in the transfer of information between insurers and those they deal with. Here there was a breach of that faith, and it could have undermined the industry if it wasn't acted on."
     Late in 2019 Milt Lillo drew my attention to a possible change in MDA corporate owner ship to a Toronto based consortium. https://spaceq.ca/maxar-sells-mda-to-a-consortium-led-by-toronto-based-northern-private-capital/
     I read the links and found them quite interesting; it was also on the evening news and will probably be discussed on the business news programs that I hear occasionally. From my most recent chat with Marc Donato. I knew that Maxar was heavily leveraged and their stock had taken a dive to $5. Those who stocked up at that price should be smiling now. I was not surprised to see that Toronto would be the corporate headquarters, as Montreal has not been the financial and corporate head office choice since the advent of the Quebec separation risk, and the restrictive language of business rules. Both the Toronto and Ste. Anne operations are sound businesses with unique technologies. I am still a little in doubt about the status of the Vancouver image processing business, as it is so closely associated with the core business of Maxar, that they may have been retained within Maxar. I will reread the announcement again to see if I missed something.
     Ed Sorochon commented: “I see Maxar just sold MDA for $1 B to Northern Private Capital, a Toronto based Investment Group, very little info on NPC on the Web Site.  Probably a good thing for MDA to break away from Maxar. The current MDA employees see this a positive thing at least my daughter who still works at MDA. Maxar share price jumped to $16.49 which has netted me with a 140% gain  on my token Maxar shares I bought a year ago as speculation. Should have bought more shares”
    Also on the business front from Milt Lillo: “I saw a reference to Telesat's LEO satellite network in a Globe and Mail newsletter recently. I assume you know about this system. There are several video simulations you can watch at the link below. The system certainly looks complicated. Do you think it is financially viable?”
    I tried my best to reply to Milt as I had followed earlier attempts by Motorola with their $10 B IRIDIUM constellation of 77 satellites in medium orbit. To me the business prospects always seemed miserable and only became marginally profitable when it was sold for ten cents on the dollar at the Motorola bankruptcy sale.


     In spite of great technical improvements since that time, such systems are expensive business risks with vulnerability to competition from well financed alternatives. 
     Long-time member Peter Garland and attendee at many luncheons, is well known to many recent retirees and even a few old timers like me. We have consistently been impressed by his work achievements involving much travel, while still carrying on a very active family and personal life, including decades of performing in fine productions of Gilbert and Sullivan operettas, from spear carrying roles to lead performer. His late career achievements includes getting a degree in Naval History that grew out of a long term interest, but his latest project to earn a doctorate in communications at Ottawa University has left us astounded. Here is a new domain that leaves most of us floundering in unfamiliar waters and new concepts and terminologies including post modernism.
    I commented as follows to my regular Spartan correspondents:
          Over the years I developed a response to new or unfamiliar terminology by immediately looking up a definition, call it a cocktail party level of understanding. Post modernism was one of those terms I looked up many years ago and found no crisp definition, although modernism was more familiar and understood. The attempt at an explanation quickly left me floundering in an intellectual fog in which I still remain. 
     Peter also keeps a sharp eye on business developments with the following:
 “Another one bites the dust, OneWeb is not/was not a public company yet so no IPO, no prospectus. All private investment but connected with some big public companies who may have some explaining to do with their shareholders.
Prediction:
     With Iridium, effectively the US Military stepped up to backstop a pennies on the dollar purchaser. What are the odds that a Warlike President will step in and get his new Space Command to somehow be seen to save these assets, oh and the issue of a not too little factory in Florida!!!!!!!.  Also the UK government has put considerable money into this venture and there are lots of jobs in the UK hanging on this.  Note the ruling in the UK licencing provision. Unlike the CRTC rules that give out spectrum and policing spectrum is the only responsibility of Industry Canada, the UK ties spectrum allocation to their UN convention obligation on safety in Space. So note the UK is responsible for the orbital stability/de-orbiting of the fleet.  There was much worry in the UK Gov on this matter when they were considering the licence (OneWeb main spectrum was obtained by the UK) and they were prepared to throw money at anyone who could give them power in this regard.
     I guess the astronomers will be happy
     Nicole Bourdeau reported on possible changes to her usual winter travel to Florida and contact with prospective Spartans Jack Griffin and Linda McCrady who suffered a nasty fall recently. 
     I replied: Good news and bad in your note. It seems wise just to stay put if you are safe and comfortable, that is what most of my aging friends and family are doing here. It was good to learn that you contacted Jack and Linda as potential new members, but how unfortunate that Linda had such a bad fall. Another reminder that we hear often on the radio and TV that falls are the major hazard for seniors. I take extra care as I am solo.
     Ed is keeping close tabs on our scheduled spring luncheon and the decision to cancel or reschedule may not be ours to make. New rules are cropping up every day, and the location in a retirement home, however convenient, may also make us vulnerable to regulations.
          Ed Sorochan’s recruiting effort in addition to his much appreciated web efforts yielded this response from former colleague Mostafa Shukry:
“Dear Ed
     With great pleasure, I received your e-mail yesterday. It reminded me with the good time we had at SPAR and mentioned some names and photos which I had forgotten. I am now settled in Toulouse France and retired from work in 2016 after working in different companies and different countries. After I left SPAR I worked with Telesat on some projects In Sunnyvale which I worked with Roger Belanger, then I went to Cannes in France where I worked with Sylvain St-Pierre. I stayed in France then, but worked with other agents in France, Palo Alto (USA) and OHB in Bremen and Munich Germany. After that I stopped in mid-2016 after my illness and I really feel very well since. Unfortunately, I have no contact with Andrei Ivanoff despite he lives in Paris area. I am interested in joining Club Spartans. Please keep me informed or any information you need.” 
     I replied:    What a pleasant surprise to get a response from Mostafa, a fine engineer and a good companion. Good work by Peter for staying in touch with him
       My day was brightened by this exchange with regular correspondent Mike Morris:                 
     “Being one to look on the bright side I've been listing the upsides...silver linings....however small....of the present situation. And there always are some although they are generally quite personal and mostly quite small. 
     Here's my current list:
1. My hands are very clean. I mean really, really clean.
2. At last I have the time, the peace and quiet, to get my personal filing system and papers sorted out. I'll start this next week.....most probably. No rush really.
3. About the book that Peter recommended "The Continuous Wave....Technology and American Radio 1900-1932" by Hugh G.J. Aitken for which my local library scoured Ontario and finally found and which I only had until March 31st to read all 576 pages. Non-renewable, non-negotiable. 
Seriously, this is an excellent book. Superbly researched and written and highly recommended for anyone who has any interest in the history of radio. Each page is a gem. All library book returns have now been postponed until May 1st! Now I can read it as it should be read and not under an impossible deadline.
4. The shopping Malls are closed. Now I don't have to feel guilty about showing less than whole-hearted enthusiasm when my wife wants me to accompany her on yet another search for something...anything.
5. The World Masters Athletics (WMA) Championships scheduled to start July 20 2020 in Toronto (returning after some 45 years since the first one, also in Toronto) has been postponed until next year. Since I would have been 79 yrs 361 days on July 20, I would have had to run with the young guys of the 75-79 age group and I would in fact have been 80 + 1day on the day of the first heat. I had no chance of anything. At this age its 1% per year slow down = about 0.75 sec from 75 to 80. A huge difference in the 100m.
So...next year, in the 80 to 84 group, my chances are much better....at least of reaching the final....and as time goes by the number of competitors in each age group is always getting lower, for some reason.
6. I had a scheduled, routine, annual blood test last week and thought I might as well go through with it. Opening the door to the clinic I found I was the only customer. No waiting. I was handled (or rather not handled) by three persons in what looked like space suits or at least hazmat suits and out in record time. Parking was free. Also my doctor then called me at home instead of my having to wait in his waiting room. This (let's call it "telemedicine"...why not?) is a good approach and let's hope it continues after this business is over. Doctors' waiting rooms are very bad for the blood pressure and spread terrible diseases.
7. A couple of weeks ago I started my tax return with TurboTax expecting a nice refund like last year. To my horror TurboTax claims I owe money. How can this possibly be? Now I can put off digging into this and having to dream up deductions and so forth for another month. And if the worst comes to the worst (let it not be so!) nothing to pay till 31st August.
8. I got a call out of the blue from two of my old contacts of the Saudi days (20 years ago at SR Telecom) including my favourite Sheikh (who is naturally doing superbly well). Ian and Mike G. will know who.
9. Gas in Burlington, Ontario can be had for 63 cents per litre and seems to be dropping day by day. If only I had somewhere to go.
10. And of course I really don't have to  mention all those wonderful buying opportunities on the markets  at prices I thought I'd never, ever see....for better for worse....for richer for poorer..., etc”
     And in the same vein from Ian Grier:
     “Here's a couple of bright sides...
Gail and I left Bradenton Beach, Florida on 22/03, the day after they closed all the beaches, parks, restaurants, bars and large stores in the state and 9 days before we had planned. We drove 2300 km., passing every incongruous sign that read STOP THE SPREAD OF COVID-19 STAY HOME approximately every 2 or 3 km. (how you can STAY HOME while driving on an Interstate highway beats me!). Anyway, we arrived home in Prescott and are now self-isolating for 14 days, as ordered at the border, with only the memory of those hundreds of signs.
     In the past, I had often chided my wife for filling our two freezers with stuff that we rarely used. Well, guess what? I am now forced to congratulate her for her brilliant foresight!! Except for some basics, like milk and fresh veggies, we won't need to visit a grocery store until well after our 14 days. In any case, our local Independent grocer has committed to free delivery to those who are self-isolating (which is about half of our street).
     Not going out to fetch the weekend papers and taking several days to read from cover to cover, now frees up time to read books that I have been neglecting.
Cheers and stay healthy everyone!”
     Mike’s reply to Ian on his return trip to Prescott reminded me of an almost forgotten vignette. When I finished my final year engineering examinations at Queen’s in April 1954, a classmate and I made an arrangement to pick up a new Chevrolet sedan at the GM assembly plant in Oshawa, and deliver it two weeks later to Vancouver. You were given enough funds for gas, told to change the break in oil at 500 miles and not to exceed 4000 miles on the odometer. We took a rather meandering route through the American Midwest, through Denver CO and Salt Lake city, where I heard the Mormon Tabernacle Choir in a memorable Sunday morning live broadcast performance, then several National parks including Bryce Canyon and Yellowstone. When the odometer, not surprisingly, approached 4000 and we were still far from our destination, it was simple enough to reach under the dash and unscrew the cable. 
     To my considerable surprise it would have been easy in Vancouver to find a free drive back east but we agreed that one 4000 mile drive in a month was enough, so we bought rail coach tickets for $60 one way to Kingston, and arranged strategic stops along the way to “visit” friends and family. 
          Two years later when I was settled in Montreal, I recounted this tale to my friend Don Birch a Brit who one might call unusual or even eccentric, and he thought the procedure was a fine way to see the country at low cost, and proceeded to make arrangements with GM. His plan was to request an ambulance that he could then drive at great speed across the continent without collecting tickets. His plan was a partial success, as no ambulance was available but a hearse was, with the disadvantage that most motels would not let him park in front of their establishment. He claims he was never stopped for speeding.

      Lorne
     We have many remote retires who have not attended our luncheons and we do not have the opportunity to exchange  heritage backgrounds. Ed contacted Dave Whitton for some feedback (below) and have added some general information as to Dave’s progressions to Marketing.  Over his employment years (1968-2002). He remembers Dave’s expertise in difficult tuning of Multiplexers, Lorne recommended Dave for his venture into marketing.
From Dave Hi all!
     Not necessarily newsletter material however here is an update to my “life.”
First the picture, it includes our President at the time Larry Clarke although he may have been Chairman of the Board at that time which I can only guess was in the mid to late 80’s. The other gentleman was the “King” or reigning Monarch of Nigeria at that time. Nigeria wanted to have its own domestic communications satellite and we were actively discussing financing through Export Development Canada. The king was happy to show us his $300000 Rolex watch!
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                      To recap, I retired in March 2002 at 55 years old. I moved to the beautiful Okanagan valley of BC and live in a small town called Oliver. The wine capital of Canada. It has a desert climate and mild winters. I remain well and still hike and bike with a gang of friends although an ebike is beginning to look attractive to me!
I am the Board Chair of a registered non-profit society which rescues injured and orphaned birds of prey and releases them back to the wild. We have just launched a new web-site. sorco.org check it out!



       My winter hobby is abstract painting and I hope to have a show in the spring although I enjoy keeping all the pics however I am running out of wall space!
Peter Landovskis and I have renewed our friendship since he moved to BC and enjoyed visiting all the wineries but he has now moved to Ottawa for a new contract. I am sure he will attend future Spartan luncheons. I would love to attend one myself maybe I will make it May 06th 2021 if things are relatively back to normal again!!
Thanks for all the good work you do keeping memories alive with the Spartan club.
Cheers
Dave
Editorial comment
     Remember that your correspondence and sharing of your experiences at work and leisure are the core of these newsletters, so keep the news and pictures coming. Until we meet again.
    Your editor
         Lorne
